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I:I 1. Detween 11:30 a.m. and noon on 16 February 1952, | [Landing
of & twin-jet plane and, shortly afterwards, the take-offs of two twin-jet
25X1 plares at Cottbus airfield. Thirty-six Pe-~2s which wers previcusly parked
25X1 in front of the hangars were counted in the northeastern section of the field.
25X 1 llany air force officers and Il who wors well tailored uniforms were cbserved
in Cottbus. It was noticed that FII who had probably arrived recently from the
25X1 U.5.5.R. were allowed to visit the town. From their purchases and the fact
25X1 hat they could not speak German at all. [ lthev had never
been in Germany before, 3t
25X1
2.

| & group ol -dussian civilians, between 17 and 20 years old,
25X1 who were probably organized in a labor brigade, were observed at the field.
Accerding to a Jerman employed at the field, they viere employed as air force
technical personnel. At niht, the noise of runninz jot engines was heard
fror the direction of the hanrars. ¢

3. On 2l February, the field was occupied by 30 Pe-2s, 3 Pe-2s with two cabins,
3 btwin~engine plares with ncose wheels, and 3 jet bombers. There was no flyiag
‘n rainy weather. '

lis Between 11 a.n. and 3:20 p.m. on 26 Fehruary, three typa-27 jet bembers nade
practice flights. There was a 8/10 overcast, a cloud base at about 500 ncters

and a visibility of absut 12 Im. The take-off run was from 1,000 to 1,100 meter .

25X vhile a strip of 1,600 to 1,000 neters was_noeded for landing because the planes
had teo much speed when touching pround. |

i, radio truck was parked at the eastern end of the rumway. llo change was obserw :
in the aircraft strength. HNo weapons could be observed in the rcar gumner's stz

tions of the jet bombers. The forward gunner's comparimen’ was mads entirely of
vlexiglass, The wheels of the landing gear were slightly tilted to the ovutsidae,
lipither a rod antenna nor a braced antenna was observed. Before training with

Jet bombers, the crews, whe previously flew Pe-2s3, probably trained on twin-engi
» » 3 felis

vlanes with nose wheels having a high landiry speed. stxx
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25X1] |Corment, The report confirms the occupatior of Cottbus airfield
by a bomber regirment which is equipped with about 4O Pe=2s. The regie
ment is belng reequipped with type~27 planes, threec of which have
already arrived ai the field.

25X1 | Comment. It has not been determined whether the civiliaus observed
are merely Russian workers who replaced Jerman personnel previously

I_amlm1ed at airfields in the Soviet Zone of Germany.
25X1 Comuent, It has been previously believed that all type-37 planes

are equipped with weapons in the rear gunner's station, an anterma rast
behind the cabin and an antenna aft of the rudder assembly.
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